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Climb the Tree Word Ladder

  

Your birthday is 

the day you 

were _________.

A rhino has 

one of these:

You can eat this 

on the cob:

Used to close

a bottle.

A word that 

means the same 

as ripped.

You grab food

off your plate

with this:

Fire will do 

this to things:

A word that
means to move 

around or 
change direction.

Start at the bottom. Solve the clues and write the new word by changing one letter from the word below it.

Name:
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Climb The Tree Word Ladder

  

Your birthday is 

the day you 

were _________.

A rhino has 

one of these:

You can eat this 

on the cob:

Used to close

a bottle.

A word that 

means the same 

as ripped.

You grab food

off your plate

with this:

Fire will do 

this to things:

A word that
means to move 

around or 
change direction.
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You can’t see

in the ____.

Plants grow

in this.

The bottom

part of a dress.

This has buttons

and sleeves.

This has a sharp
point and you 
throw it to hit 

a target.

The opposite

of tall.

A big fish with

a back fin and

sharp teeth.
A knife

is very _____.

Climb the Tree Word Ladder
Start at the bottom. Solve the clues and write the new word by changing one letter from the word below it.

Name:
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You can’t see

in the ____.

Plants grow

in this.

The bottom

part of a dress.

This has buttons

and sleeves.

This has a sharp
point and you 
throw it to hit 

a target.

The opposite

of tall.

A big fish with

a back fin and

sharp teeth.
A knife

is very _____.

Climb the Tree Word Ladder
ANSWERS
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A farmer went to the barn to get a fork and 

cart for the hay. In the field, he stepped on 

a sharp thorn! The pain made his toes curl 

and he saw stars.  He went home and his 

wife was starting to bake a tart.  She 

stirred the batter and then opened a jar of 

jam.  She used to be a nurse, so she helped 

the farmer feel better. Then they ate the 

tart until it was dark outside.

Read the story and circle all of the words containing  R-controlled vowels. 

Then write the words on the lines below and draw a picture of the story in the box.

R-Controlled Vowel Tales: The Sharp Thorn

Name:
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Read the story and circle all of the words containing  R-controlled vowels. 

Then write the words on the lines below and draw a picture of the story in the box.

A shark named Mark swam in the sea. It saw a 

catfish and went “Bark, bark.”  The catfish said, 

“Sharks don’t bark!” The shark said, “I am smart 

and can make animal sounds.”  The catfish said, 

“Can you chirp like a bird? And the shark said, 

“Chirp, chirp.”  The catfish said, “Can you snort 

like a pig?”  The shark said “Snort, snort”. “Wow,” 

the catfish said, “You are a super star!”

R-Controlled Vowel Tales: The Shark That Barks

Name:
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One day, a girl with curls went to church with 

her best purse.  She got dirt on her purse.  

She tried to clean it, but then got dirt on her 

skirt.  Her brother tried to help, but got dirt on 

the arm of his shirt!  Her mother made a 

sharp gasp, and said, “Get in the car!” She 

drove to their farm and went into the barn. 

There she had a jar of dirt cleaner with a 

cork in the lid.  She cleaned the purse, skirt 

and shirt, and everyone felt better.

Read the story and circle all of the words containing  R-controlled vowels. 

Then write the words on the lines below and draw a picture of the story in the box.

Name:

R-Controlled Vowel Tales: The Purse in the Church
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Word Search
Find the words in the puzzle below.

Name:

sharp   shark   barn   stork    bark  
sword   thorn   fork    spark    corn
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Word Search

sharp   shark   barn   stork    bark  
sword   thorn   fork    spark    corn
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Word Search
Find the words in the puzzle below.

Name:

nurse   bird   shirt   fern   church
purse   girl    stern  curl   dirt
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Word Search

nurse   bird   shirt   fern   church
purse   girl    stern  curl   dirt
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tar
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Four-In-A-Row
If you roll a 2, 3 or 5, place a chip on a picture with that R-controlled vowel pair.

The first player to get 4 chips in a row, wins!

Miss a Turn      AR  ER/IR/UR

Roll Again        OR  Remove a Piece

r
rumack resources
www.rumackresources.com



www.rumackresources.com

www.rumackresources.com

Read Spell Board Game ScoreCard
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Read Spell Board Game ScoreCard
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ar



Supplementary Activities
For the Classroom
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Large Group
R-Controlled Sign-it
Ask students to write ar, er, ir, or, ur 
onto separate pieces of paper. Call out 
words with R-controlled vowels, and 
students hold up the vowel/R letter 
combination that the word is spelled 
with.

R-Controlled Make-a-Match
Assign half the class to be “Rs” and the 
other half to be vowels.  Play music and 
have students mingle. When the music 
stops, an “R” must join with a “vowel” 
and come up with a word spelled with 
that letter pairing.  

Small Group
Guess the Word
One half of the group thinks of an 
R-controlled vowel word, and then the 
other half has to ask questions to guess 
it. When they guess it, they will have to 
spell it correctly. The groups continue 
to alternate between the thinking 
group and the guessing group. This can 
continue for many rounds.

R-Controlled Poster
Have students sort through old 
magazines to find and cut out as many 
images containing R-controlled vowel 
words as possible. They can then paste 
the images onto a sheet of paper to 
create an R-controlled image poster.

R-Controlled Anchor Chart
Have students write a word containing 
each of the five R-controlled vowel 
pairs and then illustrate an image of 
that word beside it. 



Supplementary Activities
For Home
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R-Controlled Vowel Bowling
Write the R-controlled vowel pairs (ar, er, ir, or, ur) onto plastic cups, one 
sound per cup. Set the cups up in a pyramid with three on the bottom and 
two on top. Have your child throw a ball at the pyramid and try to knock 
down as many cups as they can. Then, have him/her think of a word 
containing each R-controlled vowel pair that was knocked down.

Letter Stamps Fun!
Use letter stamps and/or letter stickers to practice spelling words with 
R-controlled vowels. Use different-colored paper for each of the five 
R-controlled vowels, and have your child make as many words as he/she 
can with the stickers and/or stamps. 

Salt Tray Fun!
Use a medium sized cookie sheet filled with a shallow layer of salt to 
practice spelling words with R-controlled vowels. Have your child use 
his/her finger to write words in the salt. Give the tray a gentle shake to 
begin again.

Guess the R-Controlled Vowel Word
Give fun clues for R-controlled vowel words. For example, “These twinkly 
lights come out at night” (stars), and have your child spell the answers once 
the word is guessed.

R-Controlled Vowel Scavenger Hunt
Hide words with R-controlled vowels around the house, and have your child 
find them and read them out loud. 


